
Stroud Green Primary 
Nursery- Cocoons 2-3 years

Curriculum Map 2025-2026

►Children will have an abundance of 
opportunities to learn through play. We will 
ensure that learning will be fun, engaging and we 
will challenge and support all children whereever 
their starting point. As an EYFS team and 
effective role models, we will provide high quality 
interactions in order to develop and deepen the 
children’s learning opportunities. We have put 
together these suggested themes with possible 
high quality and favorite books and rhymes. 
These are just a guide as we will also follow 
children’s interests. When age appropriate, we 
also join in with whole school events and 
activities. 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Broad Themes My Five Senses Seasons, Festivals 

and Celebrations

Around The 

Town

Down on The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Time To Rhyme

Possible Texts

Read it, talk it, 

act it

Brown Bear Brown Bear 
what do you see

Polar Bear what do you 

hear

Hungry Caterpillar

Heads, shoulders, knees 

and toes

Were going on a bear Hunt

Dear Zoo

Where is Spot

Where the wild things are

Kippers Birthday

The Wheels on the Bus

Shark in the park

The Tiger who came to 

Tea

Dig, Dig, digging

Duck in the Truck

Old MacDonald had a 

Farm

Three little pigs

A Squish and a squeeze

On The Farm

Oh Dear!

Chocolate mousse for 
Greedy Goose

Kitchen Disco

The Giant Jam Sandwich

Avocado Baby

The Gingerbread Man

Goldilocks

Animal Boogie

Hairy Mcleary from 

Donaldsons Dairy

Each Peach, Pear Plum

Don’t put your finger in 

the Jelly Nelly

Fox’s Socks

Trips or Visits Visit From Dental Nurse

Fire Engine visit

Petting Zoo to visit Visit to a construction 

site

Trip to the farm Trip to a café/restaurant Flamenco dancers visit

Trip to the theatre



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Broad Themes My Five Senses Seasons, Festivals 

and Celebrations

Around The 

Town

Down on The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Time To 

Rhyme

Festivals and 

whole school 

events

Dress your heritage day and 

international evening (10th

October 2025)

Diwali 20th October 

Halloween

Christmas

Guy Fawkes

Remembrance Sunday (9th

November)

Guru Nanak birthday (5th  Nov)

Antibullying Week (10th-14th 

Nov)- odd socks day 13th Nov

Road Safety Week 16h

November

Hanukkah (14th-22nd December)

Chinese New Year 

17th Feb

Safer internet day 10th

February)

LGBT month

Shrove Tuesday 17th  

Feb

Ramadam 17th Feb

Easter 5th April

World Book Day (March 

5th)

Eid 18th March

Red Nose day 21st March

Mental health Awareness 

week 11th May

Walk to school week (May 

19th)

Spanish Week TBC

Pride month 

Sports Day TBC



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

My Five Senses Seasons, Festivals 

and Celebrations

Around The 

Town

Down on The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Time To Rhyme

Songs, 

Rhymes and 

Poems

Tommy Thumb

Heads, shoulders, Knees and  

Toes,

Roly Poly 

Brush your teeth song

Round and Round the garden

Christmas songs

One Elephant went out to play

Miss Polly had a dolly

Brush Your teeth song

5 Little Monkeys jumping on 

the bed

Twinkle twinkle little star

The wheels on the bus

5 Fat sausages

Grand Old Duke of 

York

Hurry hurry drive the 

fire engine

London Bridge is falling 

down

I’m a little teapot

Old MacDonald

Hot Cross Buns

Mary had a little lamb

Hey diddle diddle

Incy Wincy Spider

5 Speckled Frogs

Dingle Dangle scarecrow

Ba Ba black sheep

I like to eat apples and 
Bananas

Humpty Dumpty

Pat a cake pat a cake

5 Currant buns

Little Jack Horner

Polly put the kettle on

Hickory Dickory Dock

Row Row your boat

Here is the beehive

12345 once I caught a 

fish alive

Little Miss Muffet

Ring a Roses

Lets Cook Fruit kebabs- Hungry 
Caterpillar

Food for international evening 

– parents involved

Making Playdough

Strawberry Santa’s

Making Playdough

Noodles

Decorating cupcakes

Pizzas

Pancakes

Fruit kebabs

Chocolate krispie cakes

Jam Sandwiches

Guacamole

Decorating Gingerbread 

men

Jelly

Honey sandwiches



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

My Five Senses Seasons, Festivals 

and Celebrations

Around The 

Town

Down on The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Time To Rhyme

Lets 

Explore 

and 

Experime

nt

Repeat actions that have an 
effect.

Explore materials with 

different properties

Explore natural materials, 

indoors and outside.

Encourage toddlers and 

young children to enjoy and 

explore the natural world.

Make connections between 
the features of their family and 

other families.

Loose parts and tinkering
Different textures

Our Families

Repeat actions that have an 
effect.

Explore materials with different 

properties

.Explore natural materials, 

indoors and outside.

Encourage toddlers and young 

children to enjoy and explore 

the natural world.

Make connections between the 
features of their family and 

other families.

Loose parts and tinkering
Different textures

Seasons, temperatures, 

weather

Repeat actions that 
have an effect.

Explore materials with 

different properties

Explore natural 

materials, indoors and 

outside.

Encourage toddlers 
and young children to 

enjoy and explore the 

natural world.

Make connections 
between the features 

of their family and 

other families.

Loose parts and 
tinkering

Different textures

Noticing differences in 

people

Repeat actions that have 
an effect.

Explore materials with 

different properties

.Explore natural materials, 

indoors and outside.

Encourage toddlers and 
young children to enjoy 

and explore the 

natural world.

Make connections 
between the features 

of their family and other 

families.

Loose parts and tinkering
Different textures

Planting and growing

Repeat actions that have 
an effect.

Explore materials with 

different properties

Explore natural materials, 

indoors and outside.

Encourage toddlers and 
young children to enjoy 

and explore the 

natural world.

Make connections 
between the features 

of their family and other 

families.

Loose parts and tinkering
Different textures

What does it taste like?

Repeat actions that have 
an effect.

Explore materials with 

different properties

Explore natural materials, 
indoors and outside.

Encourage toddlers and 

young children to enjoy 
and explore the 

natural world.

Make connections 

between the features 
of their family and other 

families.

Loose parts and tinkering

Different textures

Noticing changes



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Broad 

Themes

My Five Senses Seasons, 

Festivals and 

Celebrations

Around The 

Town

Down on The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Time To Rhyme

Personal 

Social and 

Emotional

*Find ways of managing 

transitions, for example 

from their parent to their 

key person.

*Increasing desire to be 

independent.

*To be aware of rules and 

boundaries.

*Arrange resources inside 

and outdoors to 

encourage children’s 

independence and 

growing self-confidence. 

Suggestion: Treasure 

Basket play allows babies 

who can sit up to choose 

what to play with. Store 

resources so that children 

can access them freely, 

without needing help.

*Beginning to express 

preferences and 

decisions. They also 

try new things and start 

establishing their 

autonomy.

*Begins to feel 

confident when taken 

out around the local 

neighbourhood, and 

enjoy exploring new 

places with their key 

person.

*Play with increasing 

confidence on their 

own and with other 

children, because they 

know their key person 

is nearby and 

available.

*Feel strong enough to 

express a range of 

emotions.

*Develop play with other 

children

*Begin to show ‘effortful 

control’. For example, 

waiting for a turn and 

resisting the strong 

impulse to grab what 

they want or push their 

way to the front.

*May recognise that 

some actions can hurt or 

harm others and begins 

to stop themselves from 

doing something they 

shouldn’t do.

*Notice differences, such 

as skin colour, types of 

hair, gender, special needs 

and disabilities, and so on.

*Safely explore emotions 

beyond their normal range 

through play and stories. 

(Sign 4 feelings - begins to 

understand a range of 

emotions)

*Be increasingly able to 

talk about and manage 

their emotions.

*Shows a sense of 

autonomy through 

asserting their ideas and 

preferences and making 

choices and decisions.

*Are talking about their 

feelings in more elaborated 

ways: “I’m sad because...” or “I 

love it when ...”. 

*Develop independence and 

will try to do things by 

themselves. Will say no to 

help- but will sometimes be 

upset when unsuccessful.

*Find ways of managing 

transitions, for example 

from the 2-3’s to 3-4’s 

room.

*Play with increasing 

confidence on their own 

and with other children-

because they know their 

key person is nearby and 

available.

*Feels strong enough to 

express a range of 

emotions.

*Feel confident when taken 

out around the local 

neighbourhood, and enjoy 

exploring new places with 

their key person.

*Is able to show ‘effortful 

control’. For example, 

waiting for a turn and 

resisting the strong impulse 

to grab what they want or 

push their way to the front 

(starting to show effortful 

control – and be aware of 

rules/boundaries)



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Broad 

Themes

My Five 

Senses

Seasons, 

Festivals and 

Celebrations

Around The 

Town

Down on The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Time To Rhyme

Communication 

and Language

*Enjoy singing, music 

and toys that make 

sounds.

*Listen and respond to 

a simple instruction

*Recognise and point 

to objects if asked 

about them.

*Understand simple 

instructions like “give to 

mummy” or “stop”

* Copy your gestures 

and words.

*Understand single 

words in context –

‘cup’, ‘milk’, ‘daddy’.

*Understand frequently 

used words such as ‘all 

gone’, ‘no’ and ‘bye-

bye’.

*Beginning to talk about 

people and things that are 

not present.

* Beginning to put 2/3 

words together

*Start to say how they are 

feeling, using words as 

well as actions (Begin to 

express themselves)

*Enjoys laughing and 

being playful with others.

*Listens to and enjoys 

rhythmic patterns in 

rhymes and stories

*Beginning to know many 

rhymes.

*Generally, focus on an 

activity of their own choice 

and find it difficult to be 

directed by an adult

*Develop pretend play: 

‘putting the baby to sleep’ 

or ‘driving the car to the 

shops’.

*Confidently put 2/3 words 

together.

*Frequently asking 

questions.

*Listens with interest to 

the noises adults make 

when they read stories.

*Identifies action words by 

following simple 

instructions e.g. show me 

jumping

*Begin to understand 

more complex sentences, 

e.g. put your toys and sit 

on the carpet

*Begin to talk about 

familiar book.

*Single channelled 

attention, can shift to a 

different task if attention 

is fully obtained – using 

child’s name to fully 

focus child.

*Uses language to share 

feelings, experiences 

and thoughts.

*Beginning to use talk to 

organise themselves and 

their play: “Let’s go on a 

bus... you sit there... I’ll 

be the driver.”

*Be able to talk about familiar 

books.

*Listens to familiar stories with 

increasing attention and recall.

*Develop understanding of 

simple concepts, fast / slow 

good/bad

*Understands the use of 

objects. – what do we use to 

cut

*Use a wider range of 

vocabulary based on their own 

experiences.

*Understand and act on 

longer sentences like make 

teddy jump or find your 

coat.

*Understands and uses 

simple questions about 

‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ 

(but generally not ‘why’).

* Listen to simple stories 

and understand what is 

happening, with the help of 

the pictures.

*Identify familiar objects and 

properties for practitioners 

when they are described. 

For example: ‘Hassan’s 

coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny 

apple’.



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

My Five Senses Seasons, 

Festivals and 

Celebrations

Around The 

Town

Down on The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Time To Rhyme

Physical
*Try a wider range of foods 

with different tastes and 

textures.

*Gradually gain control of 

their whole body through 

continual practice of large 

movements, such as 

waving, kicking, rolling, 

crawling and walking.

*Build independently with a 

range of appropriate 

resources.

*Walk, run, jump and climb 

– and start to use the stairs 

independently

*Beginning to develop 

manipulation and control. 

(through playdough, 

threading, puzzles etc.)

When holding crayons, 

chalks etc, *Makes 

connections between their 

movement and the marks 

they make.

*Beginning to sit on a 

push-along wheeled 

toy, use a scooter or 

ride a tricycle.

*Clap and stamp to 

music.

*Fit themselves into 

spaces, like tunnels, 

dens and large boxes, 

and move around in 

them.

*Explore different 

materials and tools.

(Playdough, real tools, 

hammers)

*Show an increasing 

desire to be 

independent, such as 

wanting to feed 

themselves and dress or 

undress.

*Develop manipulation 

and control (one handed 

tools).

*Holds mark making 

tools with thumb and all 

fingers.

*Use large and small motor 

skills to do things 

independently, for example 

attempts to do zips, and 

pour drinks.

*Go up steps and stairs, or 

climb up apparatus, using 

alternate feet.

*Enjoy starting to kick, 

throw and catch balls.

*Spin, roll and independently 

use ropes and swings (for 

example, tyre swings).

*To begin to use one-handed 

tools and equipment, for 

example, making snips in paper 

with scissors or a knife to 

spread jam. 

*Beginning to recognise danger 

and seeks support of significant 

adults for help. 

*Kicks a stationary ball with 

either foot.

*Throws a ball with increasing 

force.

*Continue to develop their 

movement, balancing, riding 

(scooters, trikes and bikes) 

and ball skills.

*Beginning to match their 

developing physical skills to 

tasks and activities in the 

setting. For example, they 

decide whether to crawl, 

walk or run across a plank, 

depending on its length and 

width. 

*Go up steps and stairs, or 

climb up apparatus, using 

alternate feet.

*Skip, hop, stand on one leg 

and hold a pose for a game 

like musical statues.

*Use large muscle 

movements to wave flags 

and streamers, paint and 

make marks.



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 

2
General 

Themes 

My Five 

Senses

Seasons, 

weather and 

festivals

Around The 

Town

Down On The 

Farm

Food Glorious 

Food

Rhythm and 

Rhyme

Characteristics 

of Effective 

teaching and 

learning

Over arching 

Principles

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop a la rger store of 

information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning 

Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to develop into 

self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence.

Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on previous 
experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions. 

Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self -assured.  
Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence across the 

EYFS curriculum. Children and practitioners are NOT alone – embrace each community. 

Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to their

individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. 

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates (not in different ways as it stated 2017). We must be aware of children who need greater 
support than others. 

PLAY: At Stroud Green Primary School, we understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active. We understand that active learning 

involves other children, adults, objects, ideas, stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained per iods. We believe that Early Years 

education should be as practical as possible and therefore , we are proud that our EYFS setting has an underlying ethos of ‘Learning through play. PLAY is 
essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as they learn to explore, to rela te to others around them and develop 

relationships , set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.’. 

We will ensure that all children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe at ALL times. 
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